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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A node in a multi-node system includes a memory, an active device that includes 
a cache, an interface that sends and receives coherency messages on an inter-node 
5 network coupling the node to another node, and an address network that communicates 
address packets between the devices in the node. In response to receiving a coherency 
message from the other node requesting an access right to a coherency unit, the interface 
sends an address packet on the address network. The address packet is a first type of 
address packet if the coherency unit is in the modified global access state in the node and 
10 a second type of address packet otherwise. If the active device is the owner of the 
coherency unit, the active device responds to the first type of address packet and ignores 
the second type of address packet. 
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